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THE Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association has given In- 
surance Commissioner Folk of Tennessee due notice that 
it will withdraw from that State. For some time past negoti- 
ations have been in progress between the Tennessee Insur- 
ance Department and the Mutual Reserve Fund Life Associa- 
tion, looking to a settlement of the differences which have 
existed with respect to the levying of assessments. The De- 
partment has claimed that the association has no right to levy 
assessments beyond those necessary to pay mortuary claims, 
and that no discrimination should be made in favor of any par- 
ticular class of policyholders. It was stated last week that an 
agreement had been reached whereby the association bound 
itself to allow the questions in controversy to be adjudicated 
in the State courts, under a suit now pending, and not to take 
it to the Federal courts. Also that Tennessee should partici- 
pate in the forthcoming examination to be made by the New 
York Insurance Department, when the actions of the associa- 
tion in changing its plans will be thoroughly investigated, and 
if it is found that there has been any discrimination steps will 
be taken to correct the practice. As a matter of fact, the 
Mutual Reserve Fund positively refused to allow the ques- 
tions in controversy to be settled in the State courts without 
the right of appeal to the Federal courts. Insurance Com- 
missioner Folk, however, insisted on this provision, and the 
association decided to withdraw from the State. 





OccCASIONALLY the advertising department of some in- 
surance company prepares an elaborate notice relating to 
something connected with the company that is deemed worth 
calling public attention to. Such notice is then put in type by 
the company, and printed slips sent to the insurance journals, 
which they are expected to print. Many of them print the 
matter precisely as received, and so it occurs that twenty or 
more papers will have the appearance of being edited in the 
office of the company thus noticed. We are aware that some 
of our contemporaries are glad to get hold of anything that 
will fill space and save editorial labor, but we submit that 
such duplication of precisely the same article grows monot- 
onous, if not nauseating, after a few doses. We also suggest 
that the prima facie evidence thus afforded that such articles 
are prepared by the company interested does it no good what- 
ever, but rather excites ridicule, variously divided between 
the company and the journal that thus makes a waste basket 
of its columns that anybody can chuck anything he pleases 
into. While THe Spectator is always glad to receive in- 
formation from the companies regarding matters that interest 
them and the public, we prefer to treat it in our own way, and 
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to give it such prominence and such editorial supervision as 
we deem necessary. This is probably what the companies 
expect of insurance journals, and no doubt it is as nauseating 
to them as it is to others to see the news they send out dupli- 
cated in a majority of the journals they favor with the in- 
formation. Of course, there is much sameness in insurance 
news, but if each journal treats it after the manner and meth- 
ods that constitute its peculiarities, such news will have a 
degree of freshness each time it comes under observation that 
is lost where stereotyped forms are used. 





Ir is but a few months since Jacksonville, Fla., suffered 
from a conflagration that destroyed over two thousand build- 
ings and involved the insurance companies in losses amount- 
ing to upward of $6,000,000. The rapid and uncontrollable 
spread of the flames was due mainly to the cheap and inflam- 
mable nature of the buildings composing the greater portion 
of the city. That such should be their character at that time 
was due to the rapid development of the city, and similar 
conditions are to be found in most new American cities that 
have, at some time, experienced a “boom.” It would natu- 
rally be supposed that Jacksonville would profit by its con- 
flagration experience, and rebuild its devastated streets with 
substantial buildings, but the reports from that section indi- 
cate that its citizens are using the money collected from the 
insurance companies to prepare for another conflagration. 
According to one writer, out of 1150 buildings in course of 
erection a couple of weeks ago, 125 were of brick and the 
remainder entirely of wood. The chief of the fire department 
reports that some of the business buildings are of such haz- 
ardous construction that, in case of fire, he would refuse 
to permit his men to enter them. When the city was burned 
over so recently many persons pronounced the conflagration 
to be a blessing in disguise, upon the theory that when new 
buildings were erected they would be of a permanent char- 
acter, and give to the city that solidity that should exist in a 
city as old as Jacksonville. Underwriters will, of course, fix 
rates for the new structures in accordance with the hazards 
to which they are exposed, and if such rates are higher than 
exist in cities built of brick and stone, and possessing the 
best fire-resisting materials, there will go up a howl of 
propertyowners against the “extortions” of the fire insurance 
companies. We hope these reports from so important a city 
as Jacksonville are exaggerated, but they seem to be authen- 
ticated by visiting underwriters. 





THE recent discovery of the immense oil field in Texas 
will undoubtedly add a large and profitable industry to those 
already existing in that State, but at present the voluminous 
flow of oil is something of a white elephant on the hands of 
those who have invested their money in “gushers.” The 
flow of oil is so great that the means for caring for it and giv- 
ing it a commercial value are wholly inadequate, and great 
quantities have been allowed to run to waste, and some of the 
great “gushers” have been shut off entirely. Efforts are be- 
ing made to reach the seaboard with the output, so that it can 


. be transported to any part of the world, and pipe lines and 


new railroads are projected in various directions. New 
Orleans and Galveston are the principal objective points, and 
the authorities of those cities, anxious to increase their com- 
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mercial importance, express a willingness to accommodate 
the oil magnates with shipping facilities without sufficient 
regard for the welfare of other propertyowners. At Galves- 
ton a railroad company is reported as erecting, within the 
city limits, an oil reservoir that will hold 1,500,000 gallons of 
this highly combustible fluid, and other shippers are pro- 
viding similar accommodations for the product of their oil 
wells. In New Orleans a committee of council is said to 
have reported favorably on a proposition to permit oil tanks 
to be constructed under the sidewalks. A more dangerous 
element than crude oil could scarcely be introduced into 
any city, and it is especially perilous to permit its introduc- 
tion into cities whose building construction generally is far 
from being fireproof. Facilities for the ready shipment of 
such a prolific and valuable product as Texas now possesses 
are necessary, but they should be provided with every safe- 
guard to protect surrounding property from destruction by 
fire. The gréat oil fire that occurred at Constable Hook in 
New York harbor a couple of years ago was an object lesson 
in the destructive qualities of petroleum products. Great 
tanks of oil were consumed, and immense loss resulted, while 
no possible way of controlling the flames could be found. 
Recently a little town in New Jersey was threatened with 
destruction by the wrecking of four oil cars, the oil taking 
fire and flooding the streets for long distances. Fire under- 
writers recognize this new danger that threatens Galveston 
and New Orleans, and are striving to see that the shipping 
facilities for Texas oil are properly safeguarded, and it is to 
be hoped that their efforts will be successful. 





A WARNING voiced by Secretary Herbert Wilmerding, of 
the Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Association, in his annual 
report, should be heeded by all underwriters interested in 
large area risks. After referring to the bettered conditions 


due to the year’s work, he says: 

While we have reason to congratulate ourselves on these improved 
conditions, we cannot ignore an enormous hazard which is threaten- 
ing to thwart the good effects of all these efforts. I refer to the 
continually increasing area of large mercantile risks without sub- 
dividing walls. It is conceded by all underwriters that a fire in such 
a risk once beyond the control of the protection providéd to take 
care of an incipient fire will be uncontrollable by any fire department 
in the world, and can only burn itself out, destroying an enormous 
amount of surrounding property, until some effectual barrier is 
reached. The three improvements above referred to would be of 
little avail in cases of conflagration, and we, therefore, see the 
possibility of all our efforts being nullified by the absence of legisla- 
tion restricting the area of mercantile risks between fire walls. The 
remedy for this evil seems to lie in municipal ordinances or legislative 
enactments. The efforts of underwriters have thus far proved un- 
availing, notwithstanding the large increases of rate for excessive 
area. 

The gist of the matter lies in the last two sentences quoted. 
In a subsequent communication upon the subject Mr. Wil- 
merding says: 

I desired particularly to emphasize the necessity of municipal and 
legislative action to restrict large area, because the large increases 
of rate made by underwriters had no effect upon the department 
stores, those interests claiming that the advantages to their business 
from large area would warrant the payment of increased premiums 
for fire insurance, the point I desired to make being that for that 
reason underwriters were powerless to control the enormous con- 
flagration hazard engendered -by these. very. large risks, which were 
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continually increasing in size, especially here in Philadelphia, and 
which could not be covered by any increase of rate paid by the de- 
partment stores. 

Under the circumstances above recited it would seem that, 
in the interest of the public welfare and not alone for the 
benefit of the underwriters, city authorities would be as fully 
justified in placing restrictions upon the area to be covered 
by single buildings (undivided by fire walls with protected 
openings) as they are in limiting the height of buildings. If 
the “large area hazard” has not been overestimated, some- 
thing should be done to prevent any augmentation of the con- 
flagration danger from this source and to decrease the risk 
in existing structures, and the sooner the better. 





In communicating with individuals as to the amount of in- 
surance they have upon their lives in connection with our 
forthcoming publication, “Prominent Patrons of Life In- 
surance,” we receive an occasional letter more or less critical 
of life insurance management and methods. One gentleman, 
who is insured for $40,000, says: 

Insurance has now become a necessary of life for a family man. 
However, the premiums are too high, caused by the very large 
amount spent on the middle men by the companies in their rivalry 
with another. Life insurance companies should be like banks. Per- 
sons who need what they have to sell should go to them, do their 
business with them at their offices, and thus relieve the man who 
insures for the benefit of his widow and orphans of carrying a very 
large class of middle men (agents and collectors). As companies 
are now run, there is no doubt the first consideration is not the 
insured, who have finally to pay the president, manager, directors, 
clerks, agents, and even sub-agents. They are killing the goose that 
lays the golden egg. 

It is true that if presidents, managers, directors, clerks, 
agents and sub-agents could be dispensed with the cost of 
insurance might possibly be reduced—but where would be 
the companies? In the millenium it is possible that a few 
persons will come to the existing companies seeking life in- 
surance, but if the companies had to wait for them in these 
days of “hustle and get there,” how many—or, rather, how 
few—persons would be insured? It requires the combined 
efforts of the presidents, managers, agents, etc., to induce 
men to provide themselves with life insurance—this “neces- 
sary of life’—and if their efforts were relaxed not only would 
there be very few policies issued, but a majority of those now 
in force would be permitted to lapse. It requires the per- 
sistent and united efforts of all the great army of workers in 
the life insurance field to convince the people that life in- 
surance is an inestimable blessing, and but for the missionary 
labors of these workers, not one person in a hundred would 
ever have known of the existence of such a beneficent institu- 
tion. This is evidenced by its slow growth in this country 
for a long series of years, and it was not until the “hustlers” 
took hold of the business that it became known of all men, 
and the companies engaged in it were enabled to show such 
a large volume of business from year to year as their records 
present. The “middlemen” are found necessary in every 
large and successful business, and the country is overrun by 
salesmen of all kinds of goods, from chewing gum to locomo- 
tives, and no up-to-date business man expects to achieve suc- 
cess without the employment of those greatest mediums for 
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licitor and the press. Advertising and personal solicitation, 
intelligently employed, are pretty sure winners. The days 
have passed when customers seek the producer, and the person 
who sits in his shop and waits for business to come to him 
will die of dry rot. Even the banks, referred to by our cor- 
respondent, have their solicitors hunting up depositors, and 
the competition between them in large cities is great and often 
exciting. It is the “hustle-and-get-there” plan of operations 
that brings success in these days. 








SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 

A week from to-day occurs the annual day for Thanksgiving. From 
the record of the year thus far it is a question whether there are very 
many companies which have had an experience during Igor that 
would warrant cause for much satisfaction and thanksgiving. 


Under circular No. 293, according to the rules, notice is given that 
the following amendment to section 20 (a) of agreement will be pre- 
sented at the next meeting of the Exchange: 


All premiums shall be due upon the delivery of the policy, and if 
not paid by the fifth day of the second month following the month in 
which the insurance takes effect, notice of the cancellation as required 
by the standard policy shall be issued to the insured (and, if the 
policy be held as collateral, to the party, also, to whom it is payable) 
not later than the tenth of the said second month, or if the tenth falls 
on Sunday or a holiday, then on the next working day; and if the pre- 
miums be not paid within five days following the service of such 
notice, the policies shall be canceled, and notice that they have been 
canceled shall be sent to the assured not later than the 20th of the 
month. On the 20th of each month (or, if the 20th shall fall upon a 
legal holiday, on the next working day) each member of the Ex- 
change, and also each agent and branch office manager within the 
fs of the Exchange, shall make a statement as per following 
orm. 


In point of fact, this is not so very much different from the old 
“forty-day” rule found in the original agreement—except in the matter 
of extended verbiage. 


Changes are constantly announced and additions frequently made 
to the warehouse schedule. Thus it is that the present intricacies of 
daily counter life, although tending to keep one up to date and in 
touch with all the varied rules, minimums and other regulations of the 
Exchange, rather preclude, than otherwise, the possibility of maintain- 
ing an intimate acquaintance or “pat” knowledge of the “yellow” mer- 
cantile charges. 

The scope and status of the present warehouse committee has been 
the subject of considerable discussion recently. As to whether the 
body should be considered one of the standing committees is a ques- 
tion which has come up, involving an inquiry as to its powers. 

Circular No. 291 announces that the certificate of Emil Frenkel has 
been revoked. 

The names of seventy-six brokers are quoted in circular 292 as 
having neglected to renew their certificates, which expired in October, 
and such names have been withdrawn from the cabinets. 

It is reported that the risk of the Babbitt soap works in Washing- 
ton street has passed from the hands of Brokers George A. Bell & 
Son, which firm had it for many years. 

Regular monthly meeting of the New York Board of Fire Under- 
writers was held yesterday. 

The total number of inspections made through the various depart- 
ments of the board during the month of October were over sixty- 
eight hundred. Of this more than one-half were devoted to the elec- 
tric department. 

There is much quiet discussion in certain circles about the alleged 
existing and growing iniquities of the branch manager system. It is 
expected that some aggressive action may be looked for before the 
close of the year. 


The Insurance Department at Albany has licensed Edward Cluff, 
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of 80 and 82 William street, to do business with non-admitted com- 
panies. 

The following securities were sold at auction last week: 20 shares 
of Empire City Fire, at 90 per cent, and 8% shares of Globe-Rutgers 
Fire, at 65 per cent. ; 

The Niagara Fire has appointed F. W. Evans solicitor among the 
Metropolitan district brokers. 


Life and Casualty Notes. 

President Burnham of the Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association 
has brought suit against Charles L. Franklin, publisher of The Inter- 
view, for criminal libel. A summong was served on Mr. Franklin to 
appear in the police court, but as he failed to appear a warrant was 
issued for his arrest, but the court officers have so far been unable to 
serve it. 

The return of President James W. Alexander of the Equitable 
from Europe was celebrated by the Metropolitan agency force at a 
banquet at Delmonico’s on Tuesday, the 12th inst. 

The old story that the Mutual Life had settled its differences with 
the Prussian government, and was about to enter Prussia was again 
brought up last week, and Vice-President Granniss, in a letter to the 
New York Herald, emphatically denied that such was the case. 

The following securities were sold at auction Wednesday of last 
week: 5 shares of American Surety Company, at 18514; 10 shares 
of American Surety Company, at 185; 20 shares of Bond and Mort- 
gage Guarantee Company, at 413; 3 shares of Lawyers Mortgage In- 
surance Company, at 233%, and 10 shares of Lawyers Title Insurance 
Company, at 352. 

A report was current last week that the Mutual Life had purchased 
M.5,000,000 of securities of the North German Lloyd Steamship 
Company. Both the insurance company and Manager Schwab of the 
steamship company emphatically denied the rumor. The New York 
Life was also mentioned in this connection, but President McCall 
denied the story, stating that its investments of several millions in 
German securities are confined to municipal, State and government 
bonds of the States of the German Empire. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


While further agency consolidations are expected in Chicago, the 
element of top-heaviness is beginning to be recognized in some of 
those already consummated. In the case of Critchell, Miller, Whitney 
& Barbour, the Glens Falls and Connecticut (as multiples of agencies) 
were dropped, and more recently the sole agencies of the Union of 
Philadelphia and the Caledonian of Scotland were transferred to A. 
Loeb & Son and Moore, Janes, Lyman & Herrick, respectively. 

The Glens Falls has placed an agency with C. M. Nichols & Co., the 
Palatine one with Joseph M. Wile, and the Rochester-German one 
with H. Dalmar & Co. C. P. Engleman, an old special agent of the 
Sun of London, and an accomplished adjuster, is about to terminate 
his present connection and open an office as general adjuster for in- 
surance companies. 

The Royal managers have made permanent the appointment of C. 
R. Stouffer as superintendent of the local department in Chicago, to 
succeed E. E. Barnard. Mr. Stouffer is a young man of fine manners, 
as well as high character, and has been noted for his careful study of 
fire insurance theories and practice. 

The foreign companies seem to be usiig good judgment in fore- 
going the natural pride for volume, and avoiding the agency forcing 
process heretofore required in entering territory where the existing 
insurance supply was out of all proportion to the demand. -The Cale- 
donian will, no doubt, do well in handling a reduced volume of agency 
business in the larger centers, while the Lion has been especially 
happy in confining its holdings to San Francisco, Chicago, New York, 
Boston and Hartford, where their local position is, in all respects, 
most desirable. 

The gigantic insurance movements in England, involving such for- 
mations as the Phoenix and Atlas Fire Office and the Imperial and 
Alliance have caused our own Deacon Lowell to get a move on him. 
Since the collapse of the Policyholders National Union he has got his 
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former partner, S. W. Jacobs, to organize the Insurance Commercial 
Agency, with offices in the Temple, for the philanthropic purpose of 
warning customers in regard to bogus insurance, improper forms, 


” 


etc. The deacon is also trying to reorganize his “Western,” though 
such claimants as Benjamin L. Newman and Otto Zimmerman would 
like very much to have that “company” meet their claims, and once 
more the deacon has come to the rescue of the insurance situation by 
getting up the Union Lloyds. 

Franklin W. Taylor is also reported as organizing a Lloyds. 
was formerly president of the Illinois Mutual Fire of Chicago. 


He 


Underground insurance seems to have been pretty thoroughly 
stripped of all its charms. In Illinois the quo warranto is a teaser, 
and in Kentucky the Auditor proposes to collect the State tax from 
the customer buying such insurance. Again, in Illinois the courts 
have decided that the placing of reinsurance in unlicensed companies 
is an offense similar to that of placing direct insurance, and sustained 
the complaint against E. T. Marshall & Co. of Chicago. 

“Hitch your wagon to a star,” but when you do, see that it is not 
the Star Insurance Company of Glasgow, which generously offers to 
write $6000 on sprinklered risks in America. The assets at home are 
so thin that the concern might be worthy of claiming our own and 
only Deacon Lowell as its creator. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 

The Boston Board of Fire Underwriters, at its annual meeting, 
elected these officers for the ensuing year: President, F. B. Carpen- 
ter; secretary and treasurer, Osborne Howes; executive committee, 
A. M. Bullard, Geo. P. Field, B. B. Whittemore, James Bruerton, 
E. C. Brush, Geo. Russell. 

L. S. Jordan and Wm. H. Rogers were named to serve on the 
brokerage committee, for three months, and A. M. Bullard, R. A. 
Boit and R. G. Jacobs, on the tariff committee for the same period. 
During the year the total number of inspections made by the board 
was 7861, and the total number of buildings on which improvements 
were made was 2598. In addition to the number of board inspections, 
566 visits were made during the year by the special inspection of 
fireproof buildings for the purpose of making careful inspection, dur- 
ing the process of construction. The report further stated that dur- 
ing the year twenty-eight fires occurred, apparently occasioned by 
electric causes. Much the larger part of the loss thus occasioned 
was in settling one loss caused by sparks from a belt igniting the 
vapor of benzine, and another in a hotel, caused by the occupant of 
one of the rooms winding a pendant electric cord around the stem of 
a radiator valve, thus grounding the circuit. During the year eleven 
fires occurred in risks protected by sprinklers, occasioning a loss of 
approximately $3200. The largest loss of this class, amounting to 
$1726, was chiefly a water damage. The more important work in the 
line of changes in rates which the board has undertaken during the 
past twelve months, has been the increase made in the rates on 
various lumber risks. Besides these, the board decided that it was 
desirable to extend the 80-per cent guarantee to the thousands of 
small mercantile and mechanical risks rated under its minimum 
tariff, a change which must have the ultimate result of making this 
class of business much more satisfactory to the insurance companies 
than it has been in the past. For the first six months the ratio of 
fire losses to premium receipts was considerably larger than that 
for a number of preceding years, but during the four months that 
have passed since the first of July fire losses in Boston have been 
relatively small. The fire department is maintained at the same high 
state of efficiency, and there is no reason to complain of the mechani- 
cal facilities, or the water supply, while the steady increase in the 
construction of first-class or fireproof buildings furnishes assurance of 
the diminished probability of Boston having to suffer from a sweep- 
ing conflagration. 

The non-paying hazards committee of the New England Insurance 
Exchange has not advanced the rates on icehouses, for the reason 
that statistics on this class of risks, sufficient to base action upon, are 
not at hand. With regards to rules applying to the use of crude oil, 
the chemical hazards committee has advised reference to the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. The Exchange has ordered the pro- 
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mulgation of the iniormation that the clause waiving liability for fire 
caused by spontaneous combustion in bituminous coal may be used 
for minimum, the same as for coal risks specifically rated. If this 
clause is used, a $2.15 reduction is allowed, being optional with the 
insured. 

G. T. Forbush has resigned the chairmanship of the Connecticut 
division of the factory improvement committee of the New England 
Insurance Exchange, to take the chairmanship of the division of 
Eastern Massachusetts, succeeding G. H. Allen. Mr. Forbush is 
succeeded on the Connecticut committee by E. J. Sloan, of Hartford. 


The Underwriters Bureau of New England is now holding monthly 
inspectors’ meetings, which are proving of great utility in the work 
of inspection, various hazards being discussed. It has been pro- 
posed that an insurance organization be formed, similar to the one 
in New York, as an educational body, where matters of general inter- 
est to underwriters would be discussed. 

The Legislature is holding a special session for the purpose of 
enacting, as laws, the revised and re-codified statutes. The laws relat- 
ing to insurance and the fire marshal show some changes. The in- 
surance law is so amended as to provide that if savings banks are 
allowed to invest a certain proportion only of their deposits in a cer- 
tain kind or class of securities, insurance companies must be governed 
by the same regulation. In regard to funds of mutual insurance com- 
panies, the amended law reads as follows: 

Mutual fire insurance companies may continue to hold as a per- 
manent fund the net profits, and such companies with a guarantee 
capital the special reserve, already set apart, as provided by law. If 
such fund of any such company is less than two per cent of its in- 
surance in force, or if such company has no such fund, the directors 
may annually set apart not exceeding twenty per cent of the net 
profits of the preceding year for an addition to or to establish such 
fund until said limit of two per cent has been reached. Such fund 
shall be held for the security of the insured, and shall be subject to 
the provisions of law relative to the investment of the capital stock of 
insurance companies on the stock plan. 

The only change of importance in the fire marshal law is that only 
a municipal or superior court justice may compel the attendance of 
witnesses, whereas, as the law previously read, the fire marshal could 
so compel witnesses. 

It is expected that a New England special agent of the North 
British and Mercantile, to succeed Mr. Howe, will be appointed about 
the first of the year. 

Boston suffered a loss in a varnish establishment, the past week, 
of about $250,000, on building and contents. 


Life and Casualty Notes. 

After due consideration, the liability underwriters of Boston have 
dismissed the proposition to establish a board office, which shall act 
for all the companies included in the conference, as impracticable. 

Hereafter sellers of X-ray machines must warrant them not to 
burn, and guarantee them not to explode, and to wash without 
shrinking. A Boston physician has secured a verdict of $6750, in the 
United States Circuit Court, for loss and damage caused by being 
burned by one of the machines. 

Among the new Senators who will grace the chamber on Beacon 
Hill the coming winter is Lawyer Henry C. Bliss of Springfield, 
receiver of the Bay State Beneficiary Association, and of the Masons 
Fraternal Accident Association. 

Massachusetts Manager F. A. C. Hill, of the Equitable Life, gave 
a dinner, Friday night, at Young’s Hotel, to a large company of 
agents, including those in the women’s department. Second Vice- 
President Tarbell was present as a guest. 

The Insurance Department, by Deputy Commissioner Hardison 
and Examiner Brown, is examining the United States branch of the 
Frankfort Marine, Accident and Plate Glass Insurance Company, 
which has a $200,000 deposit with the Massachusetts State Treasurer. 

At the annual meeting of the New England Women’s Life Under- 
writers Association the reports showed the organization to be in a 
flourishing condition. The principal speaker was Martha J. Sisk, 
manager of the women’s department of the Union Central Life. The 
following officers were elected: President, Emily A. Ransom; first 
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vice-president, Dr. Sarah M. Crawford; second vice-president, Julia 
A. Sprague; secretary, Stella P. Drake; treasurer, Florence A. Shaal ; 
executive committee, Theresa Goulston, V. B. Peakes, Dr. Elizabeth 
Gray, Harriet Farrar, Helen M. Folger and Helen W. Faunce. 

Plans are being considered for a consolidation of the Atlantic 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of Greenfield and the Boston 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of Boston. The matter is to be 
considered at a meeting of the policyholders of the Greenfield con- 
cern on November 23d. The Atlantic was organized in 1895, and at 
present has policies representing about $2,000,000, and if the pro- 
posed consolidation is effected, the new company will have insurance 
in force of about $5,000,000. The number of policyholders in the 
Atlantic is something like 23,000. President L. G. Gunn, of the 
Atlantic, is soon to retire, and the directors deem it advisable, in that 
event, to consolidate the interests of the two companies, believing 
that the business can easily be managed as that of one concern. 


Insurance Commissioner Cutting, through Assistant Attorney- 
General Nash, has filed his answer to the petition of the Provident 
Savings, for a writ of mandamus, compelling him, the commissioner, 
to value its renewal term policies, and to allow its assets and liabili- 
ties in accordance with the Provident’s computation. The principal 
point atissue is, of course, the valuation of policies, but there are several 
other minor points that naturally arise in conjunction with valuation. 
The proceedings are being closely watched by life insurance interests, 
as the outcome means either one of two things, namely, that the 
Commissioner’s position with regard to valuation and the allowing 
of certain assets is sound and supported by the statutes, or that 
it is not. It will certainly be a “fight to a finish.” 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 

Last week this city again suffered from an epidemic of explosions, 
five having occurred within a few days. 

The exceedingly dry spell experienced for over a month was the 
cause of two extensive fires in this city last week, but, fortunately, 
the resulting loss was small in each case. A fire started by boys in 
the underbrush in the West Park burned over a considerable area, 
and seriously threatened the property of the Philadelphia Country 
Club and Woodside Park. The damage was, however, slight. A fire 
started by locomotive sparks in the acres of dry marsh located at 
Seventy-second street and Powers Lane burned over a square mile 
of property, destroying a large barn and contents, and causing a loss 
of $5000. The blaze was soon over, but while it lasted it was a 
miniature prairie fire. 

J. A. Conroy, who several years ago was acquitted on a charge of 
arson in connection with a fire which destroyed his foundry at that 
time, was in court again last week, the plaintiff in a suit against the 
Royal Insurance Company for $100,000 damages. He claimed that 
his arrest on the above charge was brought about by the efforts of a 
representative of the Royal. By agreement between the parties, Mr. 
Conroy was awarded six cents. 

In a bulletin issued to members, the Fire Insurance Society of 
Philadelphia says that after hard work on the part of the executive 
committee in an endeavor to secure a suitable place to establish 
headquarters, they at last found the ideal spot. Two large rooms, 
light and comfortable, located in the heart of the insurance district, 
on the second floor of 206 South Fourth street, were put in good 
order, and made ready for the reception of the members on Monday 
last. Members are appealed to, to place on file any books they may 
have, stamping their names in the same. In order that the head- 
quarters shall be open all day, arrangements have been made with 
a public stenographer to locate her office there. Through the 
courtesy of the Engineers Club of Philadelphia, the first stated meet- 
ing of the society was held in its rooms on Monday evening last. 
A paper was read by Capt. W. H. Stratton, manager of the Factory 
Insurance Association of Hartford, Conn., on the subject of “Mill 
Fire Protection.” 

It will be recalled that shortly after the conviction of William 
Garfinkel, on April 12 last, on the charge of arson, in having set fire 
to the premises occupied by A. M. Manning, at 403 Market street, 
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he was adjudged insane, and committed to the Norristown hospital. 
Dr. D. B. Richardson, of that institution, testified before Judge 
Ralston, on November 8, that Garfinkel was sane, and probably had 
been so when sent to Norristown, but that he had suffered from 
kidney trouble, which is now cured. Sentence on the arson charge 
was deferred, pending Garfinkel’s trial with Manning, his alleged 
accomplice, on the charge of conspiring to defraud insurance com- 
panies of upward of $30,000. In the meantime the prisoner was sent 
to Moyamensing. 

The Philadelphia Underwriters have appointed J. M. Waller special 
agent for Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia. 

Sydney Hutchinson, of Billington Hutchinson & Co., is at home 
again, after about a six weeks’ trip abroad. 

James and Parsons of Cleveland, O., have been given an agency of 
the American Fire Insurance Company of Philadelphia. 

The receiver of the Susquehanna Mutual Insurance Company, 
which failed November 23, 1899, has made an assessment of 100 per 
cent of the premium notes. This means that the assured will be 
obliged to pay from ten to twenty per cent of the amount insured for, 
according to the class of property insured. No doubt the members 
will be inclined to consider this expensive insurance, and wish that 
they had originally accepted policies at what then seemed the extor- 
tionate rate of the stock companies. 


Life and Casualty Notes. 

The Phoenix Indemnity Company of America, whose home is in 
Denver, Col., is evidently anxious to secure some Philadelphia 
business. They have sent a circular letter to a number of representa- 
tive insurance men here, stating that they believe it will be to their 
advantage to represent them, and if references are satisfactory, a full 
line of supplies will be sent. A special feature of their offer reads: 
“A continuous membership for the short space of three years, gives 
to the policyholder a rebate in cash of one-half of the amount he 
has paid the company in monthly payments, less whatever amount 
that may have been paid to him in benefits.” 

A new agency of the Security Trust and Life has been established 
at 922 Walnut street, in charge of Albert F. Norval, district 
manager. A specialty of this office will be the securing of health 
business. 

The Philadelphia Casualty Company has taken up the business of 
credit indemnity in addition to its other many lines. Judging by its 
contract, it will be a lively competitor for a large slice of that class of 
business. 


“THE SOUTHERN FIELD. 


One of the insurance bills now before the Georgia legislature pro- 
poses to prohibit reinsurance of business written in Georgia in other 
companies than those licensed to do business in the State, and local 
papers have printed expressions in favor of the measure from some 
insurance agents. The measure is one inimical to insurance interests, 
and very inopportune, as well as inexpedient. 


The points made against the proposal to increase from $10,000 to 
$25,000 the amount of deposit.required of companies by the State De- 
partment of Georgia, and ably presented in a letter by J. R. Rhodes 
Brown, president of the Georgia Home, are that the number of com- 
panies in the State will be reduced and restricted, and that a hardship 
will be worked uport Georgia companies in States having requirements 
reciprocal to those of the home States of all companies. 

The announcement of the withdrawal of the Caledonian was a 
notable event in agency circles at Atlanta last week. The company 
has done a very profitable business through the agency of Hatcher & 
Dunlap. Its discontinuance is said to be in line with a determined 
policy of restriction which the Caledonian has adopted, and not for 
lack of profit in this State at least. 


The National Automatic Fire Alarm Company of New York has 
affected a local organization, and proposes to put in a plant at At- 
lanta. The principles and mode of operation of the system were satis- 
factorily demonstrated last week to a number of insurance experts 
and business men. .. The head of the local organization is W. J. Bagby, 
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manager of the Southern Messenger Service branch of the .Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and it is proposed to operate the alarm 
system in connection with the messenger service. 

The Farmers Mutual of York County, S. C., will conduct a life in- 
surance branch in connection with its fire lines. 

Arbitrary fluctuations are still the rule at New Orleans, and nearly 
all desirable business is being placed at rates entirely inadequate. 

“Cheer up, the worst is yet to come,” seems to be the only sort of 
consideration forthcoming in Georgia. A notable loss of last week 
was the cotton fire in the warehouse of A. W. Muse & Co., at Al- 
bany, consuming 2500 bales of cotton, and entailing a loss of about 
$100,000. The blaze was discovered in mid-day, but had spread 
throughout the building before the firemen reached it, and several 
untimely casualties made the efforts of the department and volunteer 
aid fruitless. When the fight was nearing an end, at 5 o’clock the 
following morning, the water supply was exhausted, and the flames 
gained fresh headway in the interval required for the placing of a 
reserve engine at the river, near by. Later this engine broke down, 
and left the firemen helpless and the town exposed to the imminence of 
a conflagration, which any wind could easily have precipitated. Al- 
bany has a standpipe and reservoir containing about 700,000 gallons, 
and fire pressure comes from the standpipe, which is adequate, but 
there is something wrong with a system whose pumps cannot supply 
water sufficient for any fire emergency. The loss was total, and will 
cost insurance companies about $65,000. The Atlanta list was swelled 
to the extent of $50,000 by the loss of two of the large frame ex- 
position buildings at Piedmont Park. This fire is thought to have 
been of incendiary origin, as the buildings were not in use at the time. 
Eight hundred bales of cotton wete destroyed in the warehouse of 
Smith & Walton, at Vienna, Ga. 

The Ocean Accident and Guarantee Company has established a 
general agency for the States of Georgia and South Carolina, under 
the management of E. M. Durant of Atlanta, and Frank M. Butt of 
Augusta, Ga. 

In pursuance of its policy of redistricting all of its territory into de- 
partments of limited extent, ihe New York Life has appointed Charles 
M. Hollingsworth agency director for North .Georgia, being for all 
that part of the State north of Griffin. Mr. Hollingsworth has been 
for a number of years cashier in the Atlanta office of R. L. Cooney, 
general agency director of the New York Life. This arrangement is 
by consent of R. H. Plant of Macon, who formerly controlled a large 
territory, in which he built up one of the largest renewal lines in the 
South. He still retains the territory of South Georgia. 

The British steamer Accomac, carrying 5000 bales of cotton from 
Galveston to Liverpool, put into Key West on Monday with a fire in 
her hold, which had been discovered thirty-six hours before making 
port. The city fire department checked the flames sufficiently to re- 
move 200 bales, and then proceeded to flood the hold. 








FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING. 


Grain Dryers. 

Rules and requirements for the construction and equipment of 
grain dryers have been recommended by the committee of consulting 
engineers of the National Board of Fire Underwriters. After de- 
scribing, in a general way, the usual forms of dryers, enumerating 
their hazards and specifying certain desirable features, the following 
rules and requirements are set forth: 

The hazards incident to the use of grain dryers cannot be eliminated 
or safeguarded to such an extent that their introduction inside the 
elevator would not cause a material increase in the fire hazard. Their 
introduction inside the elevator is prohibited. 

The following rules and requirements for the proper installation 
of grain dryers outside of elevators are applicable to both portable 
and stationary dryers: 

THE BUILDING. 

1. The shaft or enclosure containing the apparatus to be con- 
structed entirely of bricks and non-combustible material and located 
at least six feet away from the elevator. 

The distance of six feet between the elevator and the dryer build- 
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ing is sufficient for the elevating machinery, but a greater distance 
is advised in all cases where the yard room wili permit. Enclosures 
containing dryers of doubtful safety and not fulfilling the require- 
ments of this standard must also be located at a greater distance from 
the elevator. 

A brick structure detached and without openings to expose the ele- 
vator is considered the method of enclosing apparatus of this kind. 
The building could be more cheaply constructed of sheet iron on a 
steel framework, but this rusts badly from the condensation of mois- 
ture given off by the grain, and it is not proof against a hot fire. 
Sheet metal construction would necessitate the removal of the struc- 
ture to a much greater distance from the elevator. 

2. The roof should be of tile on steel supports, so constructed as to 
afford vent in case of explosion. 

3. The openings in the side walls of the structure above the first 
floor to open away from the elevator. This is not meant to include 
the necessary openings for shaft, rope drive or spouts. 

4. The spouts between the elevator and dryer building to be of 
metal, on metal supports and provided with tight self-closing dampers 
so arranged as to remain closed except when the grain is passing 
through them. 

5. The windows to be protected by wire netting. 

6. The structure not to be lighted artificially except by incan- 
descent electric lights or other approved method. 


THe Dryer. 

1. All parts of the apparatus to be constructed of metal or non- 
combustible material, including the garner, supports, spouts, etc. All 
ay? to be smooth so as to afford no chance for the lodgment of dust 
and dirt. 

2. Elevating machinery for reconveying the grain to the elevator 
to be located outside the dryer building. 

3. When the dryer is constructed to operate independently of the 
machinery in the elevator the enclosure containing the cables and 
elevating machinery operating the dryer must be entirely of non- 
combustible material and must not communicate with either the main 
building or the dryer building except by spout and cable openings. 

4. The spout leading from the dryer to the machinery for recon- 
veying the grain into storage to be provided with a cut-off slide so 
that the flow of grain from the dryer can be controlled. 

5. The dryer to be provided with a spout for draining the grain 
into the lower or ground floor, or with a receiving hopper of suffi- 
cient size to contain all the grain in the apparatus. 

In case of fire the burning grain may be drawn into the hopper 
and smothered or into the ground floor where the fire can be more 
easily extinguished. 

The blower or fan to be entirely of metal and provided with 
self-oiling bearings. 

7. The blower and steam coils to be located within the walls of 
the drver building. 

The steam supply and power to be so arranged that they can 
be independently controlled from outside the dryer building. 

9. No other heat except steam to be used. 


As additional safeguards, automatic sprinklers, alarms and shut-off 
devices for fans are recommended. 





Prevention of Rust in Steel Buildings 

Upon the subject of the liability of structural steel and iron to rust 
under varying conditions there seems to be a variety of opinions. 
Some experts claim that the best method of preventing rust cor- 
rosion of steel columns and beams is to thoroughly cleanse the sur- 
face of the steel from paint, rust and scale by means of a sand blast. 
and then to embed the metal in concrere made from a good quality 
of cement. It is asserted that the concrete acts as a preservative. 
and that steel will be kept freer from rust by this plan than by any 
other. In the course of a paper on “How to Build ‘Fireproof,’ ” 
F. C. Moore, president of the Continental of New York, spoke upon 
this point as follows: 


At a convention held some years ago in New York, at which were 
present a greater number of experts in iron than proably ever met 
before or since in one room, there was not one who contended that 
cast iron would rust beyond the harmless incrustation of the thick- 
ness of a knife blade, whereas there was not one who did not believe 
wrought iron would rust to the point of danger, and there was not 
one who claimed to know whether steel would or not, each admitting 
that steel had not been sufficiently tested as to rust to warrant a 
reliable opinion. If it could be relied upon as rust-proof, it would 
be superior to all other material for “fireproof” buildings because 
of its great strength in proportion to weight. * No bearing 
column should be placed in such a position that it cannot be un- 
covered and exposed for examination without danger to the struc- 
ture. One of the ablest architects in New York makes it a rule to 
so “fireproof” his columns that they can be examined at any time 
by removing the “fireproofing” to determine whether rust has in- 
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vaded their capacity to carry their load. In my judgment, periodical 
examinations should be made, from time to time, in this way, of all 
wrought-iron or steel columns, as it may happen that a leaky steam 
or water pipe has worked serious harm. Such a discovery was acci- 
dentally made recently in an important New York building. 

Numerous newspaper paragraphs appear, from time to time, which 
claim that metal stripped of its covering of cement has been found 
exempt from rust, with the paint intact, etc., and the fact is cited as 
evidence that cement is a preservative of iron, and that the danger 
of rust is overestimated. It is probable that cement will protect 
paint for a long time, and, of course, paint, if properly put on, will 
protect iron while the oil in it lasts. Painting, by the way, should 
be done with the best quality of linseed oil and without the use of 
turpentine, benzine or dryers. It should be thoroughly applied in 
three coats, with about a gallon to 400 square feet, and the iron 
should be first thoroughly cleaned of rust and dirt, by picking or 
other process. Paint is rarely properly applied, however. and even 
when of the best quality, is a preservative of the metal, as already 
stated, only so long as the oil in it lasts. 

Those who claim to have evidence of the exemption of iron from 
rust rely, I think it will be found, upon iron which has been under 
exceptionally favorable conditions, free from dampness, the action 
of gases, etc., overlooking the fact that a leaking water pipe or steam 
pipe, or the escape of gases from boiler furnaces, will attack iron 
and gradually but surely consume it. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
OHIO. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


The Insurance Department has just completed a supplementary exam- 
ination of the American Insurance Union of Columbus, of which J. M. 
Mulford, who was arrested a few days ago on the charge of embezzlement 
and perjury, was formerly secretary. It is stated that the president, 
Congressman John J. Lentz, signed the same statement to the Insurance 
Department that Mr. Mulford is charged with falsifying, and there are 
likely to be some complications. He claims he did not examine the re- 
port and signed his name to the affidavit, leaving it for the notary to 
fill out. Two additional charges of embezzlement have been brought 
against Mr. Mulford. 

At the quarterly meeting of the Cleveland Fire Insurance Exchange, 
held a few days ago, A. W. Neale and H. G. Hopkinson were elected mem- 
bers of the governing committee. A resolution was passed to the effect 
that no agency shall be admitted to membership in the future unless it is 
the sole representative of at least one company in the city, and the number 
of solicitors was reduced to five for any one agency. Each solicitor must 
pay a fee of $15 to the Exchange, and devote his entire time to the 
business. Fifteen agencies agreed to make every endeavor to get their 
business on a single-agency basis by the first of the year. There are now 
109 agencies in the city, representing 116 companies. This action upon 
the part of the Exchange will have the effect of decreasing the number 
of agencies and putting the business upon a better footing. The work of 
the governing committee has been very satisfactory to all the members. 

The insurance on the N. O. Stone building on Euclid avenue, Cleve- 
land, which was badly damaged by fire last Tuesday evening, is $55,500, 
which will hardly meet the loss. On the N. O. Stone & Co. shoe stock 
there is a total of $90,000 insurance. This is almost total, and it is be- 
lieved that the salvage will be very small. The new fall stock was very 
large at the time of the fire. Mr. Stone also had $12,000 rental insurance 
on his building. The wholesale jewelry house of Arnstine Bros. & Meier, 
in the second story of the building, carried a total of $30,000 insurance, 
but they claim this will not begin to cover the loss. Other tenants in the 
building carried $5700 insurance. The total fire loss will probably be in 
the neighborhood of $250,000. There were some very narrow escapes 
from death and one woman died from injuries sustained in jumping from 
the fifth story into the fire net. An attempt will be made to have all the 
large buildings in the city equipped with elevator coverings to prevent 
such fires as this, which started among some boxes and excelsior at the 
foot of the elevator shaft, and spread to all portions of the building, which 
is five stories high, in an almost incredibly short time. 

It is said the fraternal insurance advocates are preparing to make an 
attempt to have a department of their own established, as they do not 
feel they get a fair show with the old line companies. It is hardly prob- 
able they will make much headway in this State, considering the general 
record they have made and the close supervision required to limit the 
number doing business in the State to the very best of them. 

Superintendent of Insurance Vorys has carried his rebate suit against 
M. F. Connell, an agent of the New York Life, to the Supreme Court. 
His license was canceled on proof that he had offered a rebate, but the 
Superintendent was mandamused by the Circuit Court and reissued the 
license. He now proposes to test the law in the upper courts. 

The Dayton Security Company, a debenture concern, is taking steps to 
close up its affairs. 

The Fire Underwriters Association of Cincinnati will celebrate its 
fifteenth anniversary on November 23 with a banquet. It is expected 
there will be 200 persons present. 

At the monthly meeting of the Fire Underwriters Association of Cin- 
cinnati a few days ago changes were proposed in the constitution and by- 
laws which will separate the rating machinery from the other work of 
the association and a manager will be elected for that bureau who will 
have sole charge. It was also proposed to do away with the three classes 
of members, and have only first agents as members. They can have as 
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many solicitors as they like, but must pay a fee of $25 each for them. 
The committee on secretary reported that the choice had narrowed down 
to three outside men, but it is freely predicted that Secretary E. C. Hard- 
ing will be retained if he will accept the place. 

M. H. Howard, charged with embezzlement by S. E. Ranney, of Colum- 
bus, was found guilty in police court and fined $20 and costs on one charge, 
and the costs on the other. He has asked for a new trial. 

Columbus, November 16. O. M. C. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 


Prominent Patrons of Life Insurance. 
{To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 


Dear Sir—Your communication of recent date regarding policyholders 
of $50,000 and over received. In addition to the names you give and to 
those also given by Flitcraft in his recent publication, which to our mind 
seems an abortive effort, I would give the name of —————————_-; I be- 
lieve he has $125,000, and the name of ——————-——_, who II believe has 
some sixty odd thousand. There may be others which we do not recall 
at the present time, but no doubt you have completed your lists ere this. 

Yours truly, MANAGER. 





Homer Nods. 
[To THE EDITOR OF TEE SPECTATOR.] 


If you will read my communication in your valued journal of the 7th 
inst. you cannot derive the impression that I “‘see no harm in twisting,” 
which you state in your last issue. I commended the practice under the 
circumstances detailed by your correspondent, etc., and said that it was 
just to enlighten an ignorant or a deceived man in the first year of his 
insurance history. I may add that I think that the fiery Illinoisan, who 
was yet too modest to sign his name to his article in abuse of Mr. Hum- 
phreys, and respectively of me, in your last issue, does not make out his 
case against Mr. Humphreys, who not only did not write that he had 
“twisted” a policy upon which any number of premiums had been paid, 
but per contra, exclusively those policies which had been rebated or given 
away in the first instance. 


Deepwater, W. Va., November 18. TuHos. R. EVANS. 





INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE. 


LOur readers will oblige by sending us suggestions, items of news, etc., such 
as appointments of superintendents and assistant superintendents, or anything 
of interest in connection with industria! insurance.] 

—J. Wilson has been promoted to an assistancy in Philadelphia No. 5 
district of the Prudential. 

—The Metropolitan has transferred William O’Neill from the McKees- 
port district to the Kensington district in Philadelphia. 

—Superintendent J. M. Haugh has been transferred from the Metropoli- 
tan Kingston (N. Y.) district to the Staten Island district. 

-—-John J. Maxwell of Jersey City, who was accused of conspiracy to de- 
fraud the Metropolitan Life, was acquitted on trial last week. 

—Thomas J. O’Malley, an agent of the Metropolitan at Clinton, Mass., 
has been promoted to an assistancy, and transferred to Philadelphia. 

—The Prudential now has in its offices a block of limestone quarried 
direct from the famous Rock of Gibraltar, which was obtained during a 
recent visit of F. L. Hoffmann, the company’s statistician, to the Rock. 

—Metropolitan Life has erected a building at Palm street and Grand 
avenue, St. Louis, for the accommodation of its St. Louis North and Hyde 
Park staff, now in charge of Superintendents W. E. Arensmeyer and L. C. 
Hughes, respectively. 

—The Hayward building, now approaching completion in San Francisco, 
has been selected as Pacific coast headquarters for the Metropolitan Life. 
An entire floor has been taken, giving space for 150 clerks, besides ample 
room for the official staff. 

—The Metropolitan has appointed Assistant Superintendent William 
McLoughlin of Philadelphia southern district, to succeed Superintendent 
O’Neill of the McKeesport district, who has been transferred to the Ken- 
sington district of Philadelphia. 

—Vice-President Leslie D. Ward of the Prudential, presented Edmund 
G. Jackson, superintendent of the Hoboken (N. J.) district, with a diamond 
badge and a certificate of membership in the Prudential Old Guard. He 
has completed twenty years’ continuous service with that company. 


—The Philadelphia middle district of the Metropolitan Life having been 
divided, Superintendent John R. Fox has been retained to preside over 
the southern portion, bounded by Broad street, Delaware avenue, Market 
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street and the Delaware river, and Thomas R. Foster, formerly connected 
with the Pacific Mutual, has been selected to take charge of the northern 
portion, bounded by Market street, Erie avenue, Broad and Front 
street. Mr. Foster was recently married in San Francisco. 

—The Sun Life of America has recently made the following promotions 
to assistancies: J. P. Mayfield, Chicago, No. 2; T. J. Reed, Indianapolis; 
S. C. Jewett, New Orleans; H. W. Shawhan, Cynthiana; J. R. Ryan, Louis- 
ville, No. 1; G. A. Leigh, Galveston, and J. J. Littrell, Louisville, No. 1. 


—That Venetian suggestion in New York, the National Academy of 
Design building, which has so long been on the northwest corner of 
Fourth avenue and Twenty-third street, is now in course of demolition, 
says The Independent. The Metropolitan Life is doing the work as a 
step in expansion of its great white building that fronts on the corner 
of Twenty-third street and Madison square. The new structure to be 
erected on the Academy site will join the Twenty-third street extension, 
and as the building already reaches into Twenty-fourth street, stretching 
around the old Presbyterian church once known as Dr. Adams’, nearly 
matching it in height, and almost enveloping it, further absorption until 
the entire block is occupied by the Metropolitan is indicated as only in 
course of time. The huge building is not for show, but for business. In 
magnitude of total transactions and of the number of persons employed 
by the company and interested in it, the Metropolitan is colossal, indeed. 
It has illustrated the importance of little things by its achievements in 
industrial, but it is also a very large company in ordinary life insurance, 
and is reaching out for larger things. 


Colonial Notes.—As the year draws nearer to a close, and the already 
magnificent record is being augmented, necessarily the contest for first 
positions is becoming very exciting. So far the industrial leaders are as 
follows: Managers, A. B. Charles, Philadelphia; C. A. Libbey, West 
Philadelphia; Peter Robertson, New York; Patrick Hughes, Harlem; 
G. M. Nettleship, Newark. The leading managers in ordinary are: A. N. 
Sparks, Brooklyn No. 1; G. M. Nettleship, Newark; Peter Robertson, New 
York; W. P. Selby, Jersey City; E. F. Meyer, Hoboken.—The assistants 
who lead all others in industrial are: F. W. Smith, Colwyn; D. F. Rehfuss, 
Harlem; H. E. Marts, Bridgeton; Benj. Turner, New York; E. B. Griffith, 
Newark. In ordinary: Alfred Jackson, Brooklyn No. 1; D. J. Urquhart, 
New York; Edward Kiger, Atlantic City; Rine Young, Newton.—Those 
gentlemen who claim all the honors in the way of collections are: Man- 
agers S. E. Lacy, Dover; G. M. Nettleship, Newark; J. M. Edwards, 
Easton; W. P. Selby, Jersey City; W. H. Spurge, Long Branch.—Manager 
Charles A. Libby of West Philadelphia, has been making some notable 
advances. He is surrounded by a corps of intelligent, persistent men, 
who do not intend to take second place if they can help it.—The ‘‘Sage 
of Harlem,”’ otherwise known to the insurance fraternity as Patrick 
Hughes, does not say much, but does a great deal, the result of which is 
seen in his enviable position in all respects.—Manager G. M. Nettleship 
of Newark, who was leader in both ordinary and industrial during 1900, 
makes the bold assertion that there is no contest so far as he is con- 
cerned this year in ordinary; that he will lead all others with ‘hands 
down.”’ It remains to be seen whether he can make his word good.— 
Orange has taken a new lease of life under the managership of Mr. 
Bowen, who promises wonderful results from that territory. He is being 
pushed hard by Mr. Welsh of Trenton. Honors at present are about even. 
—Some heavy work is being done between Messrs. Lacy of Dover, Janson 
of New Brunswick, and Godridge of Elizabeth. These districts approximate 
each other in many respects, and there is no knowing at this time who will 
come to the fore.—The “‘best man’’ for the half year in industrial increase 
is Mary S. Warren of Spring Valley. All honor to the lady who can keep 
a great big host of men persistently in the rear.—The following appoint- 
ments are noted: To managerships, Benjamin I. Bowen, Orange; Luke 
P. Welsh, Trenton; Louis Janson, New Brunswick; to assistancies, 
William H. Closson, West Philadelphia; S. W. Holland, Philadelphia; 
Walter H. Mansfield, New York; Lindsley H. Addis, Newark; H. Norville 
Rice, Jersey City; D. J. Kehoe, town of Union; John McGinn, Orange; 
William Shubert, Jr., Trenton; George A. Latour, Dover; George Thomas, 
New Brunswick; Joseph W. Johnson, Rahway. 


HINTS FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS. 


Developing ‘‘Big.’’—This is a great and far-reaching business in which 
we are all engaged, and one of the chief merits which it possesses is that 
the opportunities it presents for development are practically limitless. 
At least they are limited only by the individual capacity and merit of the 
agent, assistant or superintendent. This being so, how important it is 
that every man should learn, as soon as he can, how best to develop those 
abilities, so that he may rank, not with the small and unproductive men, 
but among the biggest, broadest, most successful men in the business. 
And how is this going to be accomplished? Well, in a dozen different ways, 


but, first of all, by living the broadest kind of life which your conditions 
permit, and even a little broader than you at first feel able to stand, 


possibly. Later on will come the strength and ability that you need to 
meet ‘‘big’’ men on their own footing, and meeting them, to make business 
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acquaintaces and friendships which will eventually prove of great value 
to you. : 

You know there are two ways of paying your debts and of beco- 
ing wealthy. One is to reduce your expenditures, the other to increase 
income. The difficulty with the first plan is this—you can reduce and 
reduce again, can save an expense here and another there, but after |] 
there will surely come a time when your reductions must be brought to an 
end, and then where are you? Your capacity for accumulation is neces- 
sarily limited to the amount you have thus saved; it is not elastic. You 
can’t extend it very much, and you have the discomfort and privation of 
having to do without a great many things which add pleasure and comfort 
to life. After all, this way doesn’t appear to possess very much that is 
attractive, and while an economical course is urged for every industrial 
worker, it should not be pushed to the extreme of penury or stinginess, 

Increasing your income is a problem, and yet not so much of a problem 
as it appears while you are engaged in a business in which your progress 
all depends upon yourself. Your ability to write ordinary, for example, 
depends largely upon the kind of friends you have been making, whether 
they have been business men or laborers, for no matter how many of the 
poorer classes are on your industrial book, you must remember that very 
little ordinary will come from them. It is from the more well-to-do, the 
prosperous and prospering business men, clerks, mechanics and better 
class of workmen. Choose your friends, therefore, from the class in which 
you are likely to transact ordinary business. Live up to your oppor- 
tunities, broaden yourself out and make your efforts count in a lege way 
instead of a small way, and your income will follow. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


The New York Adjustment Committee. 


THE standing committee on losses and adjustments provided for by the 
recent action of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters has been ap- 
pointed by President John M. Whiton, and is made up as follows: W. N. 
Kremer, F. C. Moore, M. O. Brown, Lindley Murray, Jr., H. W. Eaton, 
J. Montgomery Hare, George M. Coit, George W. Babb, Benoni Lockwood, 
S. R. Weed, W. B. Ogden and ex-officio John M. Whiton. Mr. Babb was 
afterward chosen chairman of the committee. 








National Gets Portion of Lion’s Risks. 


ALL of the United States risks of the Lion Fire of London, except business 
reported through the agencies at San Francisco, Boston, Hartford, New 
York and Chicago, have been reinsured from November 15 in the National 
Fire of Hartford. 





Conference Committee’s Work. 


A THREE days’ conference of representatives of eight leading organiza- 
tions of fire underwriters, held at New York last week for the purpose of 
securing greater uniformity in policy clauses throughout the country, 
adopted the following clauses for recommendation to legislative boards: 


AVERAGE CLAUSE. 

This company shall not be liable for a greater proportion of any loss or 
damage to the property described herein than that which the sum hereby 
insured bears to —— per centum (—— per cent) of the actual cash value 
of said property at the time such loss shall happen; and if the insurance 
under this policy is divided into two or more items this condition shall 
apply to each item separately. 


REDUCED RATE AVERAGE CLAUSE. 

In consideration of the reduced rate at which this policy is written it 
is expressly stipulated and made a condition thereof that this company 
shall not be liable for a greater proportion of any loss or damage to the 
property described herein than that which the sum hereby insured bears 
to —— per centum (—— per cent) of the actual cash value of said prop- 
erty at the time such loss shall happen; and if the insurance under this 
policy is divided into two or more items this condition shall apply to each 
item separately. 


FIVE PER CENT WAIVER CLAUSE FOR MERCHANDISE. 

[The following clause can be used only on policies containing the 
average clause and covering specifically on stocks of merchandise, but in 
no case on blanket or floating policies]: 

In case of claim for loss under this policy or any item thereof on mer- 
chandise, for less than five per cent of the amount of insurance on such 
merchandise, no special inventory shall be required for the purpose of 
ascertaining the sound value of the merchandise not damaged. 


A CLAUSE EXCLUDING CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGE. 


This company shall not be liable for any loss or damage caused by 
change of temperature resulting from, occasioned, or caused by the total 
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or partial destruction or disablement by fire or lightning, of the cooling 
or other apparatus, connections or supply pipes, nor by the interruption 
of the cooling or other processes from any cause. 


Another consequential damage clause was considered, but action upon 
it was postponed until the next meeting, which will be held on December 2. 





Caledonian Cedes Southern Risks to Phenix. 
DESIRING to reduce the volume of its American business, the Caledonian 
of Edinburgh has reinsured its Southern department, Missouri and part 
of its Western risks in the Phenix of Brooklyn. 





The Year’s Achievements at Philadelphia. 

THE annual report of Secretary Herbert Wilmerding, submitted at the 
annual meeting of the Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Association last 
week, is an interesting document. He called attention to the protection 
of the congested district by means of an independent high-pressure water- 
pipe line system, now nearing completion, which was certainly hastened, 
if not forced, by the ‘‘pink slip’? advance in rates; the improved control 
of combustibles and explosives brought about by the association in con- 
junction with the Trades League, and the rating of the congested district 
by schedules, which has already induced many improvements in insured 
properties. Recognizing the good work thus accomplished, Mr. Wilmer- 
ding goes on to point out ‘‘an enormous hazard which is threatening to 
thwart the good effect of all these gfforts,’’ meaning the ‘‘continually in- 
creasing area of large mercantile risks without subdividing walls.”” He 
commends the system of reporting to the association defects found by 
company inspectors, and also the method of classifying premiums, which 
was begun January 1, 1901. Notable increases in the numbers of surveys 
and ratings made are shown as compared with five years ago. Visits 
numbered 22,238 in the past year, resulting in 23,042 improvements and 
the provision of 20,750 feet of hose, and 7895 rates were bulletined during 
the year. 





President Janney of the Chicago Life Underwriters Association 
Repudiates Flitcraft. 

At the recent meeting of the above-named association A. J. Flitcraft 
took occasion to make some unwarranted remarks attacking the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company and Philip H. Farley, a representative of that 
company. The remarks of Mr. Flitcraft were widely printed and caused 
great indignation among the members of the association. Recently Mr. 
Farley wrote to J. W. Janney, president of the association, asking to be 
furnished with a stenographic report of Flitcraft’s statements, to which 
Mr. Janney replied that there was no official stenographic report of the 
proceedings of that meeting. He added: 

Mr. Flitcraft, who is an associate member, spoke for himself alone and 
upon his own responsibility, in what he said regarding the late meeting of 
the National Association at Portland. I need not assure you that per- 
sonally, and as a member of the association, I greatly deplore whatever 
was said on the occasion that can be construed as personal to yourself 
or to your company, and in this expression I am sure I voice the senti- 
ments of our entire membership. 


Jonathan C. Jackson, a representative of the Mutual Life, also wrote to 
President Janney, in which he says: 


Such is the import of what we are told was said that we cannot hesitate 
to demand, as representatives of the Mutual Life and members of this 
association, the official disapproval of Mr. Flitcraft’s statements before 
your body and proper action by your association thereupon. It is needless 
to add that such a reflection upon the great institution we represent 
cannot go unchallenged by us so long as we remain members of the 
Chicago Association. Mr. Flitcraft is not an active agent of any com- 
pany, but the editor and publisher of certain insurance publications. 

It is one of the blessed privileges of a free press that he may in his 
capacity as editor criticise this company when he feels that it justly de- 
serves such criticism, but in his private capacity, as a member of this 
association, he cannot be allowed to scatter his venom against any particu- 
lar company, designating it and its representatives by name, without being 
called to account by this association as a body. 

President Janney replied as follows: 

CHICAGO, IIl., October 21, 1901. 
Jonathan C. Jackson, 209 Tacoma building, city: 


My Dear Mr. Jackson—Your letter of yesterday is received, and I have 
pleasure in making prompt reply. 

Personally and as a member of our association, I deprecate anything 
that was said at the meeting Tuesday evening that can be construed 
as ‘‘personal’”’ either to Mr. Farley or to the Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
Pany, and in this expression I am sure I voice the sentiments of our fel- 
low members. 

The allusions to which you refer were an individual expression, and you 
know that in such an organization it is not possible to anticipate tenor 
hor to control the utterances of impromptu speech. 

The speaker to whom you refer is an associate member of our associa- 
tion, and his remarks, as an onlooker at Portland, were made upon his 
Own responsibility. 

Our association stands for the life insurance business and for the life 
agents. We know no ‘“‘company,” and it would be as unbecoming as it 
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has been unusual for us to descend to abuse or severe criticism of any 
company. 

We are to be congratulated that for many years no personal or com- 
pany complications have marred the harmony of the Chicago Life Under- 
writers Association, and it is our earnest wish that the same unity and 
good-fellowship and the same devotion to the objects of our organization 
may claim our undivided efforts in the future. To this end we cordially 
desire the co-operation of every Chicago agent of the Mutual Life In- 
surance Company. I am, very truly yours, 

(Signed) JAMES W. JANNEY, President. 

We observe that Flitcraft has recently been advertising in some of the 
insurance journals. We know of some such journals that would not 
accept an advertisement from him unless it was accompanied by the 
cash. The Spectator Company has a bill against him for advertising that 
we have been trying for several years to collect, and we know of another 
journal that had to place its account against him in the hands of a col- 
lection agency before it could get its pay. We give this as a hint to our 
contemporaries. 





Proposed Legislation. 


Georgia.—If the bill increasing the tax on insurance premiums from one per 
cent to two and one-half per cent is passed is is eeuneanil to exempt agents from 
the $10 tax now charged. The House judiciary committee has reported favorably 
the Wright bill to promote home fire insurance companies. The capital stock 
of such companies must be $100,000, one-half owned in Georgia, and operations 
are limited to territory within a radius of fifty miles of the home office.—A new 
law, signed by the Governor, requires companies operating on the assessment 
plan to stamp on their policies the words “assessment plan.” A bill forbidding 
reinsurance in unauthorized companies, and one raising the deposit required of 
fire insurance companies from $10,000 to $25,000, have been introduced. 

Massachusetts.—A special session of the Massachusetts legislature is now con- 
sidering a codification of the Massachusetts statutes prepared by a committee of 
fifty. This code removes judicial powers from the Fire Marshal (who also 
possessed police power); makes some slight alterations in verbiage and corrects 
typographical errors; applies savings bank rules to insurance companies in re- 
lation to investments in certain classes of securities; and changes the regulations 
as to the acquirement and preservation of “‘permanent funds” by mutual fire 
companies. ‘ 





A Successful Mercantile Agency. 

THERE is only one mercantile agency in the country, we believe, devoted solely 
to working in behalf of life and accident insurance companies. The Holmes 
Mercantile Agency, with offices at 132 Nassau street, has been some years in 
business, and has grown to such proportions that it now numbers among its 
clients practically all the life insurance companies of the country. Its value as 
an inspection bureau has come to be appreciated by all who have availed of its 
services. The agency is domiciled in large and well-appointed offices, has an 
efficient corps of clerks and has over three thousand correspondents, covering 
about every city, town and county of importance throughout the United States, 
all evidences of the volume of business it transacts. Its plan of operation is 
somewhat unique, as no subscription fee is charged, but bills are rendered 
monthly for actual services performed. 

The proprietor was for many years engaged in the life insurance business and 
for a long time was manager of a department for one of the leading life insurance 
companies. Charley Holmes, as he is familiarly called by most of his business 
friends and personal acquaintances, has an agreeable personality which wins 
friends for him wherever he goes. In Brooklyn, where he resides, he owns con- 
siderable property, and is active in Church and Sunday school work, to which 
he devotes the same energy displayed in his business: The Holmes Mercantile 
Agency is a success, because its proprietor believes in giving only the best of 
service to his clients. 





MERE MENTION. 


Life Insurance Notes. 
—November issue of Bourne’s Guide deals with new life business and its cost 
for British life offices, 





—M. G. Nichols of Barre, Vt., has accepted the appointment of State agent for 
the Security Mutual Life of Binghamton. 

—Standard Registry Company of New York city has been incorporated by 
H. P. Hess, W. E. Sharrott and James Hess. 

—Mutual Life Association of Paris, Tex., has been incorporated by J. L. 
Rogers, B. H. Farmer and George P. Brown. 

—J. U. Campbell has been promoted by the New York Life to be agency 
director at St. Paul, where he was tormerly cashier. 

—J. E. Mask, Memphis, now represents the Home Life as general agent for 
Western Tennessee, under Manager Jackson of Chicago. 

—From April 1 to October 1 the Provident Savings Life paid $566,000 in death 
claims, and on the latter date had none due and unpaid. 

—Skiles,McCormick & Ball is the title of a new firm at Baltimore which will 
represent the Provident Savings as general agents for Maryland. s 

—Suits for damages have been instituted against the Franklin Life of Spring- 
field, Ill., and Christopher & Horace Link of Paris, Ill., for rebating. 

—Sun Life of Canada has discontinued the writing of term insurance, as. its . 
agents find no difficulty in securing lots of business on regular forms. 

—Thomas C. Henning, manager and attorney for the American Bonding and 
Trust Company of Baltimore at St. Louis, has been elected vice-president and 
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attorney, and. Marshall Stoddard-of the same office has been made assistant secre- 
tary. Both gentlemen remain in charge. of the St. Louis office. 

—Ferguson Brothers, managers of the Prudential’s ordinary branch for North- 
ern Illinois, have appointed J. S, Chenncour as superintendent of agencies. 

—Baltimore Life Underwriters Association held a meeting on the 12th inst., 
at which I. Layton Register of Philadelphia and D. F. Appel of Boston were 
guests. 

—Life insurance companies organized in Iowa can write accident and health 
insurance of they so desire, according to a recent opinion of the Attorney- 
General. 

—Consolidated Life Assurance Company of Washington, D. C., recently elected 
Charles H. Coons president and John H. Fisher vice-president. J. Frank Norton 
is secretary. 

—Scandinavian Mutual Aid Association of Galesburg, Ill., has discontinued its 
agencies and will decide at the January meeting of the members either to 
change from the assessment to the old line plan or to go out of business. 

—H. E. Crouch, general agent of the Northwestern Mutual Life at Buffalo, 
N. Y., announces the appointment of Charles W. Fielder as associate general 
agent. He has been with the company since 1885, for the past two years as 
district manager. 

—E. P. Kingsbery, formerly superintendent of agencies for the Mutual Life 
of New York for Georgia, has accepted a similar position for Northern 
Alabama under J. H. Lynch & Co. of Birmingham, managers for Alabama of the 
Mutual Life of Kentucky. : 

—William H. Kroneberger has been arrested in Washington, D. C., charged 
with violation of the insurance laws. It is claimed that his name appeared as 
president of the Standard Mutual Benefit Society, which had only the president 
and a secretary connected with it. 

—Bankers Mutual Casualty of Des Moines, Ia., announces that its plans for 
reorganization on a stock basis with a capital of $200,000 have so far progressed 
that $20,000 has been paid in to the company and the remainder is held in trust 
by the Iowa Loan and Trust Company. 

—Provident Savings Life will divide up the territory formerly handled by 
William Boswell & Co. of Cincinnati, which covered Southern Ohio, West 
Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky and Indiana. A number of branch offices will be 
established and direct contracts made with agents. 

—Alfred T. Martin of Montreal is looking for a band of conspirators who took 
out insurance on his life, forwarded fraudulent proofs of death, collected the 
money and subsequently made an attempt to kill him. A reward of $500 is 
offered for information leading to the conviction of the conspirators, 

—Simplicity in presenting the: subject of life insurance is a cardinal feature of 
“The Three Systems of Life Insurance.’”” Those who wish information respect- 
ing old line, stipulated premium and fraternal systems will find this book of 
great value. Price $2.50 per copy. Address The Spectator Company, 95 William 
street, New York. 

—Assistant Superintendent P. O’Reilly of the Tampa, Fla., district of the 
Southern Mutual Aid Association,has been appointed claim adjuster, with head- 
quarters at Birmingham, Ala. S. L. Hutchinson has been appointed superin- 
tendent of the Ciarksville, Tenn., district. Agent J. H. Gussett has been ap- 
pointed assistant superintendent at Mobile, Ala. 

—The Universal Casualty Company of Milwaukee expects to begin business 
about December 1,- and will write accident and health insurance. It has a 
capital of $100,000, while its officers are Elwyn F, Larson, president; V. A. M. 
Mortensen, first vice-president and general manager; F. P. Foster, secretary. 
This is the first stock casualty company to be organized under the laws of 
Wisconsin. 

—Indiana Supreme Court, having denied the application of the Bank of Com- 
merce, an old-charter company, to change its name to the Columbia Life In- 
surance Company, an appeal has been taken to the United States Supreme 
Court. The managers of the company claim that the charter is now perpetual 
because of amendments, although originally it was only to remain in force for 
fifty years. 

—Mary K. Loper, wife of Richard R. Loper of Guarantors’ fame, claimed that 
$45,000 of bonds owned by her had been placed in trust with her husband who 
had used them as part of the company’s deposit with the Insurance Commissioner, 
The bonds were turned over to the receiver, and Mrs, Loper asked the court to 
order their return to her. Judge Simonton of Philadelphia has decided, however, 
that the bonds must remain with the receiver. 

—About the beginning of 1922 Freeman D. Bewley will become general agent 
of the Mutual Life of New York at Buffalo, where he is now in charge as resident 
member of the firm of Charles E. Bayliss & Co, of Rochester. Mr. Bewley was 
for some fifteen years in the service of the Mutual Life at the head office in New 
York, holding responsible positions of trust and gaining the confidence of the 
officers of that institution to a marked degree. Since he located at Buffalo he 
has won the esteem of the hundreds of policyholders with whom he has come 
in contact and has at the same time materially increased the business of the 
company. 

—The Northern Central Life of Toledo is anxious to arrange with two first-class 
men to act as district managers at Detroit, Mich.. and Pittsburg, Pa., and will 
make desirable contracts with such. The company is also about to open an office 
in Philadelphia, having secured a manager for that field. Its new building in 
Toledo will be commenced early in the new year and completed by fall. The 
plans, so far as yet decided upon, call for a $100,000 brick structure of stone and 
brick eight stories in height and thoroughly modern in all details. It will be 
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situated on one of the most advantageous business sites in town. The ground 
floor will be occupied by stores, the second floor by the company, and the re. 
mainder of the building will be utilized for hotel purposes. The management 
figures it will prove a twelve per cent investment. The company has had a 
good experience this year, and is planning for a still better one next year. Its 
subordinary or monthly business has been greatly developed this year. 


—The Security Life and Annuity Company of Greensboro, N. C., which has 
some of the aplest and most successful business men of the South behind it, js 
making a phenomenal record. It Legan business on September 2, and in the 
first four weeks wrote over a quarter of a million dollars of insurance, perhaps 
the largest amount of business ever before written by any company in its first 
month. Its specialty is an annuity policy. The company’s success is another 
evidence of the rapid progress of that section of our country. C. H. Salmon, 
well known as a popular and successful insurance solicitor, is now engaged with 
the company. 


Fire Insurance Notes. 

—Charles L. Crane & Co. have been appointed agents of the Royal at St, 
Louis. 

—The Firemens of Baltimore have appointed Charles F. Brown agent at 
Detroit. 

—The New Orleans Waterworks Company has been placed in the hands of a 
receiver. 

—H. T. Lamey of Denver, Western manager of the British America, visited 
Seattle, Wash., lately. 

—The Home Fire Insurance Company of Texas has applied for license to do 
business in Tennessee. _ 

—The New York Underwriters Agency has reinsured all the Missouri business 
of the United Firemens. 

—The Royal has appointed F. E. Knauft & Co. of St. Paul agents at that city 
to succeed D. R. Elder. 

—James & Parsons of Cleveland have been appointed agents at that city for the 
American of Philadelphia. 

—Charles N. Bishop, city manager at Chicago for the Northern of London, 
visited New York this week. 

—Thomas Davidson, manager of the Canadian branch of the North British 
and Mercantile, died recently. 

—An increase of from $10.25 to $25 has been made in the city tax of fire in- 
surance companies at Talladega, Ala. 

—The firm of Eisenhardt & Gould of Grand Rapids, Mich., has dissolved part- 
nership. Jacoo Eisenhardt will retain the business. 

—The State Fire of Liverpool has appointed A, Roszel Cathcart & Co. general 
agents for Maryland, with headquarters at Baltimore. 

—The Phenix of Brooklyn has appointed F. M. Mikell, formerly speciai agent 
in the South for the Lancashire, to a similar position, 

—The property loss of the Hammond Packing Company at Hammond, Ind., 
has been adjusted. The total loss amounts to $492,000. 

—Warren, Brown & Co. have been appointed agents of the Manchester at 
Detroit, to succeed the Michigan Fire and Marine office. 

—The London and Lancashire has reinsured its North Dakota business in the 
Springfield Fire and Marine, and has retired from that -State. 

—The Clark-Farnsworth-Lucking Company of Detroit has dissolved. The 
agency will be continued under the name of Charles L. Clark & Co. 

—The Firemens and Mechanics Insurance Company of Madison and the Frank- 
lin of Evansville have invited Auditor Hart to examine their books. 

—The Security Fire Insurance Company of Dallas, Tex., is a new company, 
incorporated by James A. Dorsey, E. P. Spears, S. D. Reaves and others. 

—A well-known and experienced fire insurance agent in Philadelphia desires to 
add a good fire company to his list. Address Tue Spectator on the subject. 

—In a great number of cases assessments imposed by the receiver of the de- 
funct Minneapolis Fire and Marine Mutual have been compromised at sixty- 
seven per cent. 

—The AStna of Hartford has appointed Charles H. Pescay special agent for 
Louisiana and Mississippi. He is at present Texas special for the Liverpool and 
London and Globe. 

—On acount of the rate cutting at McPherson, Kan., D. A. Bradley has sent 
notices to his companies that their supplies are in his agency subject to it being 
made a mixed agency. 

—It is thought that the Home Insurance Company of New York will add its 
name to the list of American companies doing business in Canada, which at the 
present time numbers eight. 

—The firm of Hall & Carroll, adjusters at St. Louis, have dissolved partnership. 
Thrasher Hall has fitted up an office in the Republic building, where he wil! con- 
duct an adjustment business. 

—John B. Adams, formerly insurance manager for Whitaker Brothers of 
Detroit, has formed a partnership with William Zimmerman under the name of 
Munson, Zimmerman & Adams. 

—At the monthly meeting of the Cincinnati Underwriters Association last 
Thursday a reorganization was effected. After January 1 meetings will te held 
quarterly, instead of monthly. A new official will have charge of inspection and 
rates. A governing committee will replace the executive committee, which has 
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been abolished. The following members were eppointed as nominating com- 
mittee last Friday by President St. John: L. L. Rauh, William Stredelman and 
John Swasey. 

—It is likely that Miss Ota Hushing, stamping secretary at Litchfield, IIl., 
will be appointed by the committee from the State Board of Underwriters as 
stamping secretary at Hillboro, Ill. 

--Whitaker Bros. of Detroit, Mich., have dissolved. Charles Whitaker has 
formed a partnership with F. J. W. Willette to be known as Whitaker & 
Willette, which will be a Union agency. 

—A letter addressed to the British Insurance Corporation of London, at 
Chicago, Ill., has been returned unclaimed. This concern was understood to be 
doing an underground business in the West. 


—The receiver of the defunct Manufacturers and Merchants Mutual of Rockford, 
Fred. E. Sterling, has paid a first dividend of seventy-five per cent in liquidation 
of approved claims. The actual admitted claims are $46,366. 

—The Anchor Fire of Cincinnati, Ohio, has appointed A. B. Cooper of Nash- 
ville, Tenn., general agent for Alabama, Arkansas and Tennessee, and Adolph 
Roquet of New Orleans, general agent for Louisiana and Texas. 

—“‘Bob” Henson, colored, who set fire to the house in which Mary Van Lien 
and her child were burned, was found guilty of murder in the first degree. The 
conviction was affirmed by the Court of Errors last Friday at Trenton, N. J. 


~The Home Insurance Company of New York is suing the Hocking Valley 
Railroad Company for $300 for insurance paid by the company on a house which 
the Home alleges was fired by a spark from the locomotive of the railroad. 


—The fire chiefs of New Orleans and St. Louis, in answer to the report sent 
by Chief Hussey of Houston, say they think that “the most modern method of 
fire fighting calls for the exclusive use of steamers, and positively not direct 
pressure.” 


—In the chairman’s report to the president of the Texas fire prevention com- 
mittee he says he finds a great many improvements in Houston, Tex., since the 
visit of the committee. He also refers to the absence of any building law and the 
abuse of the fire limit ordinance. 

—The following are the officers of the Ohio Grain Dealers Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Association of Columbus, Ohio: President, H. S. Grimes; vice-president, 
C. H. Tingley; secretary, J. W. McCord, and treasurer, Fred. Vercoe. The com- 
pany will commence business January 1, 1902. 

—The chief of the fire department of Baltimore says the greater part of the 
fires in that city are from defective wiring. Following are some figures showing 
the number of fires from 1898 to November 1, as shown in his report to the build- 
ing inspector: 1898, 27; 1899, 32; 1900, 33; 1901, 23. 

—The Merchants Trust Company of New York has been designated repository 
for La Gardienne Insurance Company of Paris, France, for all funds received in 
the United States and Canada. Harry W. Eadie, formerly assistant secretary of 
the Manhattan Insurance Company, is now connected with La Gardienne. 


—The Buffalo board is the first to increase rates on packing houses. The Dold 
plant and Klinck’s, the two largest in that city, have had their rates increased; 
the rate on former is now $2.46 with full coinsurance, and the latter $2.26 with 
eighty per cent coinsurance. This probably marks the beginning of a general 
increase all over the country. 

—As nearly as we can ascertain, the Star Fire and Burglary of Glasgow, Scot- 
land, which is eagerly snatching any American premiums which come within 
teach, had less than £75 in cash at date of its last statement. In addition, it 
claimed £465 of uncollected premiums, £2250 in “bonds and assignations,” and a 
subscribed guarantee fund of £75,000. 


~—W. A. Wright, Controller-General of Georgia, has asked the assistance of the 
legislature of that State, which is now in session, in killing wildcat insurance by 
repealing the present law allowing companies to commence business upon the 
payment of a small fee. He wants a law permitting hin to examine the financial 
condition of the concern before the issuance of a license. 


—The expenses incurred in the litigation that resulted in having the anti- 
trust law of Nebraska declared unconstitutional amounted to about $11,000. An 
assessment of one and one-quarter per cent will be levied upon the premiums of 
the various companies who agreed to pay expenses, and it is now thought that 
most of the companies doing business in the State will contribute. 


—Tue Spectator of November 7 noted the appointment of T. F. Gatchell as 
general agent for the Allemannia of Pittsburg for Iowa. But a few days later 
Mr. Gatchell, who was also secretary and manager of the Des Moines Insurance 
Company, died very suddenly. Mr. Gatchell enjoyed the thorough confidence 
and esteem of the community in which he lived and of many friends elsewhere. 


—The following committee has been appointed by Auditor Hart of Indiana as 
president of the National Association of Insurance Commissioners, to prepare 
uniform blanks for fire and life companies: H. D. Appleton, New York; J. J. 
Brinkerhoff, Illinois; F. L. Cutting, Massachusetts; Elmer H. Dearth, Minne- 
sota; C..W. Ferguson, Maine; A, J. Vorys, Ohio, and T, H. Wagner, Missouri. 

—From the Underwriters’ Laboratories at Chicago have been issued the No- 
vember 15 edition of the “List of Permitted Gasoline Vapor Lamps,” as pre- 
pared by the consulting engineers of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, and 
the November 15 “List of Carbonic Acid Gas Hand Fire Extinguishers” (for other 
than fire department use), as approved by the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, 

—The following officers and executive committee were elected by the Lorain 
County (Ohio) Association of Fire Insurance Agents: President, R. W. Pom- 
toy, Elyria; first vice-president, L. E. Burgner, Oberlin; ‘second vice-president, 
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A. H. Babcock, Lorain; treasurer, P. J. Robinson, Lorain, and secretary, C. E. 
Daniels, Lorain; executive committee, W. B. Johnson, Elyria, and P. Boynton, 
Elyria. 

—A short time ago THE Spectator published part of a letter sent to the 
Southern agents of the German of Freeport by M. A. Shumard & Co., general 
agents for the Southern department of that company. Secretary Trembor of the 
German says that the letter is against the expressed wish of the officials and 
policy of the company, and that instructions have been given to withdraw the 
letter immediately. 

—The Norfolk (Va.) agents have adopted rules, to go into effect January 1, 
1902, which they have sent to the various companies for criticism. One section 
provides that all premiums (except on policies, certificates and renewal receipts 
covering on property in the territory covered by Portsmouth and Berkley agents; 
also on property covered for the city of Norfolk) must be paid before the 20th 
day of the month following their issue. 


—At the monthly meeting of the Cincinnati Underwriters Association, held 
November 14, rates were confirmed at two and one-quarter for three years and 
three and one-half for five years on mercantile risks. The application of Simon 
Sturm also came before the meeting. He refuses to cancel policies written at 
cut rate while not a member, and it is thought likely that he will withdraw his 
application and take on non-Union companies. 


—It was learned by Deputy Insurance Commissioner Craig of Tennessee that 
cotton buyers in Memphis are doing business with non-admitted companies. 
An act of .899 makes the insured liable to the State for a tax of two and one-half 
per cent on premiums. It was found by the Commissioner that they had paid 
premiums to these companies amounting to $15,000; this would make the State 
tax $375, which the deputy will endeavor to collect. 


—A new electric light and waterworks plant will be completed in about three 
months, at Mansfield, La. The elevated tank will hold 12,000 gallons, which will 
be supplied by a pump of a capacity of about 300 gallons a minute. Double- 
nozzle hydrants will be placed on four-inch mains. It is thought this town will 
make application to be regarded as a third-class town. One objectionable 
feature is the combining of the electric light plant with the waterworks. 


—Critchell, Miller, Whitney & Barbour, another of Chicago’s consolidated 
agencies, constitute now probably the largest strictly local office in the United 
States. The agency has twelve of the most prominent companies as sole repre- 
sentative, and a premium income of about $1,000,000. The personnel of the new 
firm is as follows: R. S. Critchell, John Critchell, Kossuth Marks, Lyman M. 
Drake, Granger Smith, Charles P. Whitney, Bavier C. Miller and Frank Bar- 
bour. 


—It is thought that the Minnesota State Tax Commission will continue the 
present form and rate unchanged. The commission is preparing a redraft of the 
tax laws of that State to present to the next legislative Assembly. A continuation 
of the present system and rate of taxation was recommended by Deputy Light- 
bourne, who represented Commissioner Dearth. He claims that an increase 
would invoke action by other States against the companies of Minnesota and 
add greatly to their burden of taxat.on. 


—The judgment of the Essex Circuit Court was affirmed by the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey in the case of William V. Snyder & Co. of Newark against 
the Commercial Union of London, in which damages of $2589 were awarded to 
the claimant. It seems the Glens Falls was originally on this risk, and ordered 
the agent to cancel it; the agent then placed the line with the Commercial Union, 
but before the new policies were made out the fire occurred. The Glens Falls 
refused to pay, claiming that the Commercial Union was liable, and to settle the 
question brought suit against the latter company in the name of W. V. Snyder, 
with the above result. 


—Pearce & Phillips, a new firm at Washington, D. C., composed of Jefferson 
Pearce and Alexander K. Phillips, who are respectively general agent and assist- 
ant secretary of the Potomac of Washington, have secured the general agencies 
for the District of Columbia of the North British and Mercantile of London, the 
Baltimore Fire, the Farmers and Merchants of Lincoln, Neb., the Westchester 
Fire of New York and the Potomac of Washington. They are prepared to write 
liberal lines on first-class business in the District and in adjacent Maryland 
territory. They can also place surplus lines in foreign companies, with losses 
payable in New York. 








Texas. 





Prosperity. 





Liberal Renewal Contract. 





Northwestern Mutual Life Ins. Co 








The above quartette of good things will each contribute 
to your future success if you contract with 


LEE & LEE, General Agents 
DALLAS, - ie tpi - - -- TEXAS 
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fAigencp Wants. 


Higency Wants. 








LAND OF SUNSHINE. 
New Mexico, Arizona and El Paso District of Texas. 
FINEST CLIMATE KNOWN. 
Splendid Business Field. Rare Opportunities. Come West and Make 
Money. Immense Territory. Three Resident Agents and Two Spe- 
cials Wanted Immediately. Address at once, stating experience and 
references, 


THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY of the UNITED STATES, 


WALTER N, PARKHURST, General Manager. ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. 


ANTED—BY THE EQUITABLE LIFE, TWO 


first-class producers. 
ships. 





To the right men, we offer District Manager- 


Address 
RICKARDS & ELLIS, Managers, 
Helena, Montana. 





CALIFORNIA! CALIFORNIA! 
ANTED—BY A PROMINENT NEW YORK COM- 


f pany, three reliable business getters as County Managers. Exclusive territory. 
Business conditions best in history of the State. More business written in 1900 in my field 
than in the three years preceding., Top-notch commissions with long time renewals. 


Address 
HOWARD PERRIN, “ Chronicle ’’ Building, San Francisco. 








Insurance Lawyers. 
D. GARRETT COMPANY, 


ws 29 LipsRTY STREET, NEW YORK. 
INSURANCE STOCKS BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


THE INSURANCE REFERENCE BOOK FOR igor. 

In addition to the usual statistical and historical «ata concerning Fire, Marine 
and Casualty Companies, the 1901 edition contains Assets, Liabilities, Losses 
Outstanding, Unearned Premiums, Net Surplus, Premium Receipts, and Loss and Expense 
Ratios for five years; Dividend Rates for 24 years prior to 1899. General and Special 
Agents ; and short Rate Tables. 


Price, with Monthly Supplements, $10 Per Annum. 














fictuarial. 








AVID PARKS FACKLER, 


Ex-President Actuarial Society, 


CONSULTING ACTUARY, 


35 Nassau St., NEw York (Rooms 1404-5). Telephone 5427 Cortlandt. 
Letters addressed—D. P. Fackler, Actuary, New York—arrive promptly. 


ywreeres C. WRIGHT, 





Successor to Exizur WriGHT. 
CONSULTING ACTUARY. 

Fixed and reasonable charges for all sorts of Actuarial and Accountant work. 
Tclephone 2662 Main. 45 Mitx Street, Rooms 77-87, BOSTON. 
M's MENANDER DAWSON, 

CONSULTING ACTUARY. 


The patronage of Companies, Societies, Agents and Private Per- 
sons solicited, 





Room 556. 
R E. FORSTER, 
CONSULTING ACTUARY, 


No, 11 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 





toor1 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHIA. 


(5 Se" MILTON STEARNS, 
ConsuLTING ACTUARY, 
The patronage of Western Companies solicited. 





Offices 720-724 Walnut St., second story, Foster’s Opera House Block, 
Des Morngs, Iowa. 





A RENEWAL CONTRACT WITH 
3 THE MUTUAL LIFE 





For Particulars Address 


HERBERT N. FELL, General Agent 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 








ANTED-—IN LOUISIANA, MEN WHO CAN 
show clean records as personal underwriters as Field Super- 
intendents. Salary and commission. 


GEORGE G. HYNSON, State Manager 
The Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company 
HENNEN BUILDING - - - - NEW ORLEANS, LA, 


ANTED—TWO CITY AGENTS FOR NEWARK. 


Salary or commission contract to the right parties. Communi- 





cations confidential. 
THOS. R. RAITT, State Manager for New Jersey, 


Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada, 
Bonnell Bldg., 198 Market St., Newark, N. J. 


IFE INSURANCE AGENTS WANTED IN TEXAS 


to solicit for the Old Hartford Life Insurance Company. 

Come to Texas, where wheat, corn and cotton grow im the same field; where cattle in 
great herds graze on a “ thousand hills’; where oil spouts from the earth in many valleys, 
and the people and banks have money to burn. 

I take notes and make advances. I wrote $2,598,000 in 1900. Texas is the best field on 
earth fora hustler. Reference, National Exchange Bank, Dallas, Texas, 

W. H. PATTERSON, Manager, 
Trust Building, Dallas, Texas. 








GENTS WANTED— CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE Co. 
Established 1847, 


Hon. Gro. A, Cox, President. Head Office, TORONTO, CANADA. 


Pennsylvania Branch, 
H. S. APP, Manager, 

710-713 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 
ANTED—IN OREGON, WASHINGTON AND 
Idaho, a good producer for a District Managership by a leading 

agency of the Washington Life that is writing the largest business per capita 
ot any of the company’s agencies. 100%¢ increase in IgoI over 1900. 
Yearly issues over $1,000,000, Salary, commission and renewal contract 
to reliable party. Address, with references, 


BLAIR T. SCOTT, GENERAL MANAGER, 
610-11-12-13 Chamber of Commerce Building, Portland, Oregon. 


HEALTH INSURANCE. 


ANTED—RESPONSIBLE, PUSHING AGENTS 

to sell the most liberal Health Insurance Policy—with DEATH INDEMNITY— 

on the market. No medical examination. Agents are making large income. Why not 
you? For territory and particulars, address W. E. Switzer, General Agent—Health 
Insurance Department—The Security Trust & Life Insurance Co., 25 Broad Street, N. Y. 


CATALOGUE OF 


INSURANCE PUBLICATIONS, 


Sent on receipt of five cents in stamps. 
THE SPECTATOR COMPANY, 
95 William Street, NEW YORK 


HCENIX ASSURANCE CO. 
OF LONDON. 
FIRE INSURANCE ONLY. Losses paid, over $100,000,000. 
Head Office for the United States: Nos. 37 & 39 Liberty St., NewYork City 
A. D. IRVING, Manager. 


B. E. CLARK, Ass’t Manager, L. P. BAYARD, 2d Ass’t Manager. 
UNITED STATES BRANCH 























